Testimony for Local, Regional, and Intergovernmental Affaris Committee on 2/] 5/11
Read by Rep. Howze, on behalf of April Royster

School Education Funding:

decrease in per pupil funding, that decrease takes place with the first payment districts
receive in October. However, districts may not have an opportunity to decrease their
expenditures by the same amount at the same time. Reductions in per pupil funding and

the Detroit Public School District. In that role, I saw first hand the effects of declining
enrollment, changes in per pupil funding, Additionally, the complexities of collective
bargaining agreements made it difficult to reduce the District’s largest expenditures —
payroll and benefits. Additionally, it was necessary to recommend the closure of a
significant number of schools,

Under the existing model] of continuing to reduce expenditures as revenue decreases,
Detroit Public Schools as wel] as other districts with declining enrollment wil] continue
to suffer and class sizes for students will continue to increase.

more and keep up with the class.

['agree that Detroit Public Schools needs to be held accountable along with every other
district in the state in managing its expenditures and providing quality education with the
resources that it is provided, however the current funding model could use some
improvement as students are directly and potentially negatively impacted by these
continued cuts,

Respectfully submitted,

April Royster, CPA
Former Detroit Public School employee



